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“OLIOLIVA” – New Oil Festival

Imperia, 23 - 27 November 2005

It is just one month to the 5th edition of Olioliva. Dopo After the success of past editions, this year too the Imperia Chamber of Commerce, Imperia City Council and the National Association of Oil Cities, are organising the “OLIOLIVA” event, a tasty stroll through the centre of Imperia discovering the historic, cultural and food values of olive oil, of bread and the typical produce of the Ligurian Riviera”.

The event begins on Wednesday, 23 November, climaxing on Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 on the occasion of the “New Oil Festival”.

Dedicated to a celebration of olives and oil, drawing the attention of experts and lovers of the husbandry and culture, as well as a wide public of residents, tourists and the curious.

Again this year there is massive promotional and communications support, both nationwide and locally, with the intention of attracting visitors from large cities, especially in Northern Italy and neighbouring France. The invitation is to visit the city of Imperia and its’ valleys, its’ presses, the historic centre and the beauties of the surrounding area sharing this locale of a world linked to the production and sale of olive oil and diverse aspects connected therewith.

The high potential of the Ligurian land together with a high quality wine and food promotion make “Olioliva” a growing event, which may be considered of high cultural and tourist relevance eagerly awaited by the public and the oil production chain.

Each year, the central streets are closed to traffic, offering exhibition areas (from Largo Ghiglia to Calata G.B. Cuneo, from Piazza Bianchi to Via Bonfante e from Piazza Rossini to Salita Monti) to taste and buy typical Ligurian produce.

For the 2005 edition Olioliva takes over another zone of the historic centre. Passing from Vico Costanzo one reaches the Gonan Gardens(ex Piazza S. Francesco) dedicated to cheese, proceeding with Piemontese product in the street flank the former courthouse, arriving in  Piazza De Amicis with all three corners full of stands. Once again there will be “Oil hosts …” with the theme squares which valorise Ligurian produce. You will find fine wines, basil, Badalucco, Conio and Pigna beans and Vessalico garlic.

Returning for the third year “Olio e …”, after the first edition with Sestri Levante “Bagnun” (anchovies) and last year with Red Treviso and Castelfranco Variegated Radicchio, the guest of honour at the 2005 edition is: Mar Ligure fish. This initiative in collaboration with Legacoop-Legapesca is intended to present the fish caught in the sea off our coast as an expression of gastronomic culture linked with the marine environment. The two day exhibition is attended not only, obviously , by Legacoop-Legapesca for tastings of fish in extra virgin olive oil,  in olio extra, but also the Red Radicchio Protection Consortium with tasting and the sale of produce.

The port at Oneglia hosts 32 Ligurian towns members of the National Association of Oil Cities, and the 6 Mountain communities in the provinces of Imperia and Savona. Stands to promote the areas, the historical, human and environmental resources, and tastings of the typical produce of the valleys.

Olioliva 2005 is linked with important conferences, with the events held at Porto Maurizio and Oneglia.

· The programme begins on Tuesday 23 November at the Teatro Cavour with a conference  on the importance of extra virgin olive oil in the diet of athletes and sportsmen, with analysis of the physical benefits and painkilling peculiarities. The conference is organised by CONI and the Unione Industriali di Imperia.

· On the following day, Thursday 24 November, the Conference is dedicated to the use of olive oil in cookery. The aim of the debate is to destroy the myth of cooking in seed oil. The event is organised by Legacoop-Legapesca and Confcommercio-Gruppo Oleario. 

· The third conference is on Friday 25 November, at the ex Deposito Franco, at the head of the Short Pier at Oneglia and hosts the 32 Ligurian Oil Cities, discussing the recovery of the territory and uncultivated olive groves.

There are many event slinked with Olioliva:

· Arranged by the “Riviera Ligure” DOP Extra Virgin Olive Oil Protected Denomination Consortium, a meeting con UK buyers at the “DOP Market”.

· A grand effort by the “G.A.L. (Local Action Group) for the Development of the Valli del Ponente” which for the 2005 edition offers Guided Tours to the Valleys, to companies and presses in the Valle Impero and the Val Prino.

· Again this year, Olioliva includes the circuit “Bread and Oil at the Press”, an event, with the patronage of the Ministry of Agricultural and forestry Policy, to celebrate extra virgin olive oil together with typical local breads. on this single day,27 November,  in 100 major squares throughout Italy, we will be celebrating the new oil and fresh baked bread. At Imperia bread and foccaccia will be baked by local bakers from the provincial Assipan-Confcommerio bakers association.

· We could not miss the area dedicated to children. The IVth edition of “Bread and Oil for a Snack”, organised by the provincial Assipan-Confcommerio bakers association, distributing free bread and olive oil, going back in time to the snack of long ago. As always in Largo Ghiglia a play park with jugglers, magicians and entertainers. Also trips on fishing boats for children participating in the national competition, Bimboil dedicated to third and fourth years ant junior school.

· In collaboration with Legacoop-Legapesca, we will be presenting initiatives on respect for the mrine environment, visits to fishing boats, a fish sale, repairing nets to bring the young closer to the fishing world. Game fishing trips also available.
· On Sunday, 27 November at 4 p.m. at the Ex Deposito Franco, ONAOO (the National Olive Oil Tasters Association) is organising and meeting with the oil scientist Luigi Caricato who will be presenting his latest two books. After you have read “Oil: pure olive juice” (a compendium of everything you need to know to best use the unchallenged monarch of the kitchen and the table) you will never again pick  just any bottle of oil, because: “There is oil and then there is oil”.
The event is organised by the Imperia Chamber of Commerce, by the Imperia City Council and by the National Association of Oil Cities with contributions from the Cassa di Risparmio di Genova e Imperia Foundation, from the Prefecture of Imperia and from the Riviera dei Fiori Tourism Promotion Company, Gal – Development of the Valli del Ponente and the “Riviera Ligure” DOP Extra Virgin Olive Oil Protected Denomination Consortium. It also has the patronage of the Liguria Regional Government and of the Province of Imperia, and is arranged in collaboration with the Mountain Communities of the provinces of Imperia and Savona, the Category Associations, the National Olive Oil Tasters Association (O.N.A.O.O.). Media Partners: Il Secolo XIX newspaper and Radio 103.
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